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Lightning strike 
couldnÕt stop them

The boat Reel to Reel was 
struck by lightning Thursday, 
sending one crew member 

to the hos-
pital over-
night. Luckily, 
Ron Miskol 
was released 
Friday and 
wanted to 
Þ sh the 
weekend. 
The trouble 

was, Capt. Wayne SmithÕs 
boat had about 40 holes in 
the gelcoat, no electronics, 
no motors Ñ in short, it was 
out of commission.

But it took more than that 
to keep Miskol and friends 
o!  the water. 

The Frankfort-based team 
borrowed the boat Nibbles 
and found decent Þ sh Satur-
day Ñ weighing in a nine-
Þ sh box that topped 113 
pounds. Unfortunately, it was 
going to take 12 Þ sh both 
days to win the pro divi-
sion. But team Reel to Reel 
kept at it Sunday and found 
a 12-Þ sh limit weighing 118 
pounds to Þ nish Þ rst in the 
pro division of the Big Jon 
2nd Chance tournament, 
winning $1,000. 

ÒWe did alright,Ó Smith 
said.

The boat Reel-to-Reel will 
be inspected by an insur-
ance adjuster in Ludington 
this week, Smith said.

Ñ Brian Mulherin

Do you know someone who has a good 
news story? Why not share the good 
news with our readers? Just give us a 
call at 231-843-1122, ext. 341. WeÕll 
spread the word in ÒNotable.Ó
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GOLD COAST! Locals Þ rst, second 
in softball tournament. B1

FATALITY: Rochester Hills woman dies in 
freeway accident.  A3

TRACK WHAT YOUR STUDENT EATS? 
Ludington to consider a program to  

 allow parents to do just that. A3 
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Little Point, big kings

BY BRIAN MULHERIN
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

They say youÕve got to spend  
money to make money and  
thatÕs exactly what the winning  
boats in the Ludington Gander  
Mountain Offshore Classic did  
over the weekend.

The winners in both the pro  
and the amateur division made  
the 21-mile run to Little Poin t 
Sable both days and it paid off  
in big king salmon and big p rize 
money. Gas might be $4.60  
or better at area marinas, but  
$5,000 to the amateur winner  
and $10,000 to the pro winner  
go a long way at the pump.

Grand Haven-based Living the  
Dream Þ shed Thursday and Fri -
day at Big Point Sable, but the  
crew that calls itself the Òyoung-
est pro team on the lakeÓ mad e 
the tough call to go south in  
search of bigger kings Saturday  
and hit the jackpot.

On Saturday, the team of Tony  
Salerno, Matt Salerno, Andy  
LeClaire and Andy Miller boated  
12 Þ sh weighing 123 pounds. It  
was good enough for second in  
the standings behind Hot Ticket  
and was one spot ahead of Man-
istee-based Riverside, owned by  
past champion Paul Schlaß  ey.

Hot Ticket didnÕt get its 12-Þ  sh 
limit Sunday and while Schlaß  ey 
did, Living the DreamÕs Þ  sh were 
bigger.

ÒWe ran the same thing as  
(Saturday),Ó Tony Salerno said.  

ÒFishing was just a lot slower  
than (Saturday. ) We had to w ork 
for things all day. Abo ut 25 min-
utes before we had to come in,  
we caught our last lake trou t.Ó

With nine nice kings and three  
big lakers weighi ng 115 pounds,  
the team took the to p spot Sun-
day.

Salerno said the emerald green  
blade Dreamweave r SpinDoc-
tor and pickled  sunshine Action  
Flies on downriggers and divers  
was the hot bait. For lak e trout,  
Salerno said they simply ran the  
same ß ies behind Òtin canÓ dodg -
ers closer to the bottom.

ÒItÕs a good event,Ó Salerno 
said of the tournament. ÒItÕ s the  
biggest tournament  on  th e lake,  
we like coming up her e. WeÕve 
Þ shed Manistee a couple  ti mes. 

WeÕll be back.Ó
Saugatuck-based Best C hance 

Too Þ shed north near  Schlaß ey 
on Schlaß eyÕs advice and boated  
115 pounds Sunday to  pl ace sec-
ond in the pro division .

ÒEverybody caught lake trout  
without working at it up north,  
so thatÕs why we went north,Ó  
Dave Engel said.

Engel said the silv er/char-
treuse SpinDoctor  and no-see-
um Action Fly ca ught most of  
their big kings.

The biggest box of the day  was 
weighed in by the third-p lace pro  
team KC-1.

Kathy Coslow of Musk egon 
said her team that boat ed 12  
Þ sh weighing 135  po unds Sun-
day went south and did well on  
green Pro-Troll rotat ors with  
Rapture ß ies.

The amateur tea m called Lake  
Effect II was no stranger to the  
Ludington tourname nt. The  
Romsek family starte d out in the 

SEE TOURNAMENT, A6

Dr. Arnold A. Graham, 93, Bear 
Lake

Edith M. Matson, 94, Ludington
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BY DANNY HOPKINS
DAILY NEWS INTERN

There was a lot of horsinÕ  
around during the Þ  rs t few days  
of this yearÕs Mason County Fair.  
Friday, Saturday and Sunday  
were all about the horses.  

The festivities kicked off Fri-
day afternoon with the harness  
races, which ended Saturday.  
Horse riders got dressed up Sun-
day for the Open Horse Show,  
where participants could show  
the judge how obedient their  
horses were.  

Before showing off his pony , 
Tamale, for the showÕs judge, 5-
year-old Sean Purple of Fountain  
was suiting up and working on  
his mustache Ñ his red Kool-Aid  
mustache, a classic tactic to ge t 
attention from the judges.  

Dressed in black and tan chaps  
and a matching vest, Purple was  
in the ages 8 and under division.  
Asked why he brought Tamale  
to the show Sunday, he simp ly 

looked up and said, Ò...because I 
wanted to.Ó  

ÒI like horses and I like riding  
them,Ó he added profoundly.  

Right now PurpleÕs favorite  
thing to do on his pony is trot, 
but he says he canÕt wait to ge t 
older so he can do Òjumps and  
wheelies!Ó Facing his pony, he  
was asked if he thought heÕd  do a 
good job during the show. With -
out turning around to see who  
posed the question, he lifted his  
thumb conÞ  dently into the air.

Away from the show, over at  
the barns, the pigs were oi nking, 
the cows were mooin g, and the  
goats were bopping each other

SEE HORSES, A2

JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS
 A pair of spectators pop their heads over the fence to get a look at harness racing action Saturday at the Mason 
County Fairgrounds.

JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS
Ryan Foley and Mallory Stefanski carry a cooler of Þ sh to the weigh-in 
station on Sunday. 

Top boats Þ sh south to win tournament

Lange, Vandervest vie for District 4 County Commission seat

Ludington Gander Mountain 
O! shore Classic weekend catch by 
species:

245 boats in 2007
195 boats in 2008

SPECIES 2007 2008
Lake trout  94 371
Chinook salmon 1,991 1,662
Steelhead 394 123
Coho salmon 87 7
Brown trout  7 13

INFORMATION COURTESY DNR CHARLEVOIX 
FISHERIES RESEARCH STATION

A CHANGING FISHERY? |
WHAT THE NUMBERS SHOW

JEFF KIESSEL | DAILY NEWS
A long line of boats wait for their turn to drop o!   their catch Saturday. Participants of the Ludington Gander Mountain  O! shore Classic had to be inside the pierheads by 2 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

ÔItÕs the biggest 
tournament on the 
lake, we like coming up 
here.Õ

Tony Salerno
Living the Dream, pro division winners

BY JENNIFER LINN
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

Charles Lange is going to give  
it another try th is year. Two  
years ago, in the  pr imary race for  
the District 4 co unty board seat,  
Lange ran against in cumbent 
Jim Pinkerton and  lo st by only  
three votes. This year Pinkerton  
is not seeking r e-election and  
Lange hopes to be  pi cked as the  
candidate for the job.

ÒTwo years ago I ch ose to run  
because I felt it was time for a  
change,Ó he said.  

Since the 2006 election Lange  
says he has kept motivate d and  
stayed involved with the com-
munity.

Lange serves on the Mason  
County planning commission  
and the parks and recre ation 
board to which he was appoint-
ed in January.

ÒIÕm committed to being a  
public servant,Ó he said.

Lange said he could be partic-
ularly useful to the community  
in zoning and planning issues.

SEE LANGE, A8

BY JENNIFER LINN
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

Brian Vandervest calls himself  
the common man, which  is wh y 
he thinks  he is th e perfect can -
didate for  the District 4 County  
Board seat.

ÒIÕm just a common man, just  
like everyo ne else,Ó he said.

Vandervest, a busine ssman, 
is self  employed has owned  
Vandervest Electric Motor and  
Fabricating for 10 years

ÒIÕm a business owner in Ham-
lin Townsh ip and would  li ke to  

see smalle r busin esses repre-
sented,Ó he said. ÒI would like to  
see a little bit more younger peo-
ple in there,Ó  he said of seeking  
the Distri ct 4 seat on the county  
board.

Vandervest said the county  
needs to maintain the business  
that is already hear and help  
bring more in.

ÒIn 10 years all IÕve seen is in-
dustry busine ss leave,Ó he said. 
ÒNumerous businesses have left, 
and I really  havenÕt seen any-
thing to replenish  it .Ó

SEE VANDERVEST, A8

THREE SISTERS, three pigs and a 
story about preparing for the fair. 
Page A2

SCHEDULE OF events, page A2.
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Brian 
Vandervest

Charles 
Lange


